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Primary 1 have been working very hard 
this term.  
 
In literacy we have been learning new 
sounds and common words to help us to 
read and write.  We have enjoyed learning 
through lots of active learning approaches.  
During writing we have been sharing our 
personal and imaginative ideas to write 
stories. In numeracy we have covered  
numbers 1-10.  We can now count, write 
and order these numbers. We have also 
been creative when learning shape and 
pattern and used ICT to help us. 
 

For our school topic we have been learning about The Victorians.  
We have focused on toys used at school and home, transport, 
housing, children at work and Queen Victoria’s life. 
As part of RME, we have been learning the nativity story. We had 
a special part in the Christmas show performing the story and 
learning songs.  
During PE we have been learning to work as a team and follow 
instructions carefully.  We have been developing our throwing, 
catching and dribbling skills with Miss Borthwick.   
We had great fun at our Christmas party and played many party 
games and Christmas dances.  Our highlight was when Santa    
visited and gave us a special present!  

January—March 

Tuesday 10th January 2017 Primary 1 enrolments—Slamannan 

Monday 16th January 2017 Nursery enrolments—Heathrigg 

Thursday 19th January 2017 
at 6.30pm 

Read, Write, Count Workshops 
P2 and P3 parents  
TEMPEST individual and family photographs. 

Wednesday 25th January 2017 
6pm 

Scottish themed tearoom run by P2/3 1.30– 3pm 
Primary 6 and Primary 7 Burns Supper  
Parents invited 

Thursday 26th January 2017 
1.30pm 

Artie’s Tartan Tales for Nursery, Primary 1 and 
Primary 2/3  

Wednesday 8th February 2017 
6.30pm 

We have Scottish Talent—learning community 
event 

Friday 10th February 2017 SCHOOL CLOSED—HOLIDAY 

Monday 13th February 2017 SCHOOL CLOSED—HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 14th February 2017 CHILDREN OFF—INSERVICE DAY 

Tuesday 28th  February 2017 Primary 3/4 Assembly and Victorian tearoom  
1.30pm 

Tuesday 2nd March 2017 World Book Day—Event TBC 

Monday 6th March 2017 
9.15 am, 2.30 pm and 6.30 pm 

Digital technology workshop for parents 
Using GLOW at home 
Organised and run by Digital leaders 

Monday 13th March 2017 Extra Pupil Progress Meetings  
pilot group—letters to come 

Friday 17th March 2017 Clans Open Morning for parents 11.15—12.00  
Stage assemblies 

Friday 24th March 2017 Red Nose Day—Event TBC 
Stage assemblies 

Thursday 30th March 2017 Primary One Easter Assembly and Easter Tearoom 

run by P1 and P6 1.30pm 

Friday 31st March 2017 Dojo Reward 

School Closes at 3.15 for Spring holidays 



The Sunbeam Room 
We have been very busy in the Sunbeam 
Room developing lots of skills over the last 
few weeks in the run up to Christmas. We 
have been very busy writing letters to  
Santa and have been learning all about 
what it’s like to work in a Post Office. We put stamps on our envelopes 
and posted our letters in the post box.  
We have also been exploring numbers. We have been learning to count 
forwards and backwards using our Advent calendar to help us. 
Our Christmas party was a huge success and everyone enjoyed meeting 
Santa! 
We went to The Glasgow Royal Concert Hall with our parents/carers 
to see FunBox ‘Christmas Wonderland’ show. We really enjoyed going 
on the bus and singing with all of our friends at the show. Thank you 
to the parents/carers who came along and made this trip possible.  

The Rainbow Room 
We have been having lots of fun in the Rainbow Room preparing for 
Santa coming. We have been having lots of different experiences linked 
to Christmas. In our room, we have had a Santa Workshop where we 
have been dressing up as Christmas trees, elves and Mrs Claus. We 
enjoyed watching ourselves in the mirror whilst wearing our costumes 
and were interested in how they moved when we danced and twirled in 
them.  
We also enjoyed developing our motor skills by wrapping presents in 
Santa’s Workshop. We also used lots of different mark making tools to 
create our own Christmas/winter art work.  We really loved printing 
with the Christmas roller tools.  
We had our own Christmas Party and a 
special visitor came to see us….Santa Claus. 
We went on a trip to Zoolab to watch ‘A 
Caribbean Christmas.’ We got to see and 
touch lots of different animals. It was great 
fun!  

 

Primary 2/3 has had a busy 
year so far. We started the 
year watching the Disney film 
‘Inside Out’ and using this to   
explore our feelings and    
emotions. We talked and drew 
pictures about what makes us 
feel  different emotions and 
how we can change how we 
feel and how we can help other 
people feel happier, less scared and less angry. Every morning 
we have an emotional check-in and have the opportunity to 
talk about why we are feeling sad, angry, disgusted, fearful 
and happy. 
 
 
After our Victorian Day we began studying life in Victorian 
times. The class decided they wanted to  explore Victorian toys, 
clothes, houses and food.  We started by looking at the       
difference between our toys and Victorian toys and we made 
two Victorian toys. We then looked at Victorian clothes, which 
the children had a good understanding of because of the     
Victorian Day. We talked about the colour and style of       
Victorian clothes and the material they were made of. Then we 
designed our own Victorian outfits. Comparing our homes to 
the homes of Victorians allowed us to explore how life in     
Victorian times was very different to now. The children found 
bath and toilet time in the Victorian era the most interesting 
and funny. As yet we have not explored Victorian food in class 
but had the opportunity to visit the Victorian Tea Room hosted 
by the Primary Sevens. 
 
As well as learning about the meaning of Christmas we have 
also been learning about two Jewish festivals, Sukkot and    
Hanukkah, and the importance of these festivals to the Jewish 
faith. 
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Primary 3/4   
Primary 3/4 have had a busy term 
and have been working extremely 
hard! Welcome to two new girls,   
Jamie-Lee and Chantelle who recently 
joined our class. They have settled in 
well and all children have made a 
great effort to make them feel part of 
our class. 
In numeracy and maths we have 
started Big Maths and been learning 
time. We have continued our work on 
phonics and spelling. In writing we 
have been focusing on adding more 
detail and description to our        
recounts. 

As part of our 140th school celebrations we have been   learning 
about the Victorian era. To compliment this learning, the children 
had a fantastic time visiting New   Lanark Heritage Centre. Their 
favourite part being the Annie McLeod Christmas Experience Ride. 
  
We have also enjoyed    
learning about Christianity 
and the Church and plan to 
visit the church in the New 
Year. During PE the children 
have loved    learning to play 
netball and have developed 
many new skills as well as 
taking part in social dancing 
for   Christmas.  Mary our 
lollipop lady visited our class 
and gave advice on keeping 
safe crossing roads which will 
be particularly important 
over the dark winter months. 
      

 

Clan Macdonald 

The focus for the MacDonald clan this year is sport and the aim 
is to continue to promote the strong sport ethic within the 
school. After achieving a Silver Sport Scotland award, the clan, 
with support from Innes Paterson (Active Schools Coordinator), 
wanted to strive to achieve the Gold award. Therefore the clan 
have been identifying our strengths as a school, with regard to 
sport, and areas we need to work on to achieve the gold award.   
In the coming months we will also be looking at how we can  
encourage ‘family fitness’ within the school and the community. 
The children have been brainstorming a lot of brilliant ideas for 
ways to include families in our fitness, so watch this space. 

“The sliver award is recognition of 
your school’s ongoing commitment 
for putting young people  at the 
forefront of the decision making, 
planning and implementation 
around sport and physical activity 
in your school.”  
Stewart Harris, CEO, sportscotland 

Clan Fraser have been exploring Healthy eating, Clan Macintosh 
are learning about how we can become a rights respecting school.  
Clan Macleod, our fundraising clan, organised an excellent Children 
in Need Day in November.  
 
We raised a whopping £343.41 



Clan Mackenzie – Fairtrade 

~We have been learning about what Fairtrade is and created mind 
maps about what we know already and what we would like to learn 
more about. 
~We have spent some time discussing the importance of everybody 
being treated fairly and equally. 
~We have learned about some of the Fairtrade products that you 
can get. 
~We have learned about needs and wants and the differences      
between these. 
Next Steps: We are going to look more into the products and where 
they originate from 
 We are looking to organise a healthy tuck shop or event for 
Fairtrade fortnight 

Clan MacGregor have been very busy 
developing our ECO Schools work in school. 
We have agreed that Transport, Litter and 
School Grounds will be the main focus of 
our work over the coming year. We have 
started to put together our Action Plan for 
Transport. We decided that our car park 
could be safer and ran a poster competition. The winners were Charlie 
Ann and  Sarah Rose. Watch out for their posters being displayed on 
our school gates. We were given lots of exciting gifts from the       
company Mears: hi-vis vests, notebooks and stationary. We bundled 
things together and used some of the items as    prizes. We have also 
started to audit traffic on the main road outside the school gates. We 
wore our hi-vis vests so that we could be seen by  traffic. Thanks 
Mears for supporting our ECO work in school! 

Primary 5 
Over the last term P5 have been working extremely hard 
across the curriculum. During Literacy we have been focusing 
on spelling and punctuation and have written poems and    
stories. In numeracy we have worked on multiplication and  
dividing and have used these in the context of money. In the 
run up to Christmas we have learned how to find positions on 
different types of coordinate grids and used this to complete 
Christmas/winter pictures. 
We have all enjoyed our Victorian topic this term and have 
learned lots about life in Victorian Times.  
Our visit to New Lanark 
was a great day out and  
allowed us to further   
develop our learning. 
During the last few weeks 
we have been working 
with P3/4 to learn our 
songs for the Christmas 
Performance and we   
definitely have ‘Talent’ in 
our classes. 
Finally, during this term, 
we have all attended 
swimming lessons at    
Falkirk High School.   
Everyone thoroughly    
enjoyed this and were 
able to demonstrate skills 
or develop in confidence 
whilst in the pool. 
Please remember to follow us on Twitter to keep up to date with 
what we doing and learning.  @SlamPS_P5 
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Primary 6 
After discussion with the children, they have enjoyed learning 
about the Victorians. They particularly enjoyed their trip to 
New Lanark where they were able to learn more about       
Victorian houses and the living conditions at that time. They 
enjoyed taking on the role of a Victorian teacher in a class role 
play also. 
 
The children have enjoyed challenging themselves at literacy 
and numeracy. Particular topics they have enjoyed were time 
and symmetry. 
 
The children have enjoyed being creative in the lead up to 
Christmas. Many children are participating in the school play 
which is developing confidence in reading and talking.  
The children had fun making their Christmas baubles which are 
on our class tree. The children have also worked hard this term 
carrying out research about how other countries around the 
world celebrate Christmas. They created a PowerPoint with 
their findings and have presented this to the class to share 
learning.  

The Rainbow Room 

The Rainbow Room have been working hard this term.  We have 
been developing our gross motor and 
team work skills through visiting the soft 
play room at Carrongrange.   

This is a great facility and we are very 
lucky that Carrongrange let us visit. We 
are very polite to the adults that work 
there when we go and we enjoy seeing 
some of the older boys and girls in their 
learning too.   

Primary 7  
Primary 7 have been VERY busy 
since returning to school after the 
summer. We kicked off the year with 
a very successful trip to Dalguise in 
September, where the children were 
an absolute credit to the school. 
They all overcame a lot of fears and 
achieved so many personal goals, I 
was extremely proud of all of them.  
We have had several successful trips 
to Falkirk High School to take part in 
transition events. We really enjoyed 

the science day, where we got to meet Primary 7s from the cluster 
schools. Recently we got to experience different subjects, meet new 
teachers, experience the dining area and kicked off our John Muir 
Award. The children were complimented on their behaviour and 
attitude by high school staff on all occasions.  
Primary 7 have been working on an exciting video project with our 
YMI instructor, Gareth, which has linked to our Victorian project. 
We visited Callendar House as part of this and are looking forward 
to seeing the finished product. In addition to this, we also visited 
New Lanark as part of our topic and thoroughly enjoyed seeing the 
mill, living conditions and Robert Owen’s School.  
Using what they learned about Christmas in the Victorian era,   
Primary 7 were able to host a very successful Christmas themed 
tea room. The children developed their leadership and team work 
skills in the preparation and running of the tea room.  
They raised a fantastic £106 and want to thank all the parents, 
carers, pupils and teachers for coming along.  
Primary 7 continue to work extremely hard in numeracy and     
literacy and are now evaluating this term’s targets and are thinking 
ahead to their new targets for the new term.  
 


