
Continue to work with parents and partners to: 
 raise attainment in literacy by 
 introducing strategies from FoCAL (Focus on Communication and Learning) 

into Early years and continue to embed across the school.  
 engage with the First Minister’s reading challenge to raise the profile of     

reading for enjoyment and improve our children’s attitudes to reading. 
 work with our cluster colleagues to achieve consistent standards for moderat-

ing writing. 
 raise attainment in numeracy by 
 working with Falkirk Council Educational Psychologist Service to analyse our 

data and participate in action research to identify and implement small tests 
of change to establish what strategies are most effective in increasing       
attainment and pace of progress. 

 continue to embed active approaches to teaching numeracy into classroom 
practice at all stages. 

 Work with our cluster colleagues to share best practice. 
 improve pupils’ resilience and wider achievements 
 introduce  the JASS award as a progression pathway for wider achievement at 

Primary 6. 
 increase our strategies for developing children’s resilience  through the use of a 

research proven programme called ‘Bounce Back’ 
 increase parental engagement with school. 
 create and promote a ‘family room’ in school. 
 continue to work with the parents on the SPTC Action Plan to support school 

improvement. 
 work with a group of parents, not currently engaged in school groups to  

develop a parental engagement protocol. 
 increase our use of technology to support learning and close the 

attainment gap. 
 introduce the successmaker ‘online programme’ to support pupil learning and 

progression in reading and numeracy. 
 introduce the use of I pads to 
    support the communication  
    needs of an identified group of 
    children. 

Our new trim trail has been very well 
used since it’s installation in March.  

Standards and Quality Report 
for 

2015-2016 



PAGE 2 

 

Sharon Wilson  
     Head teacher 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As you probably know, each year the government and the  
council publish information designed to show how well schools 
and local authorities are improving pupil performance and 
achievement year on year. 
 
In similar fashion, we in Slamannan Primary School and   
Heathrigg Nursery School would like to tell you how we are  
progressing in our school.  This leaflet has been designed to do 
just that.   
It is our 'Standards and Quality Report' for last session. 
 
Inside, you will find a brief description of our main achievements 
during the last session.  Whilst we do many things in the course 
of a year, we have focused on what we consider to be the most 
important areas.   
 
I have outlined the school's main priorities for next  session. 
 
I hope you find the leaflet helpful.  If you have any  questions 
about it, please do not hesitate to phone the school office for an 
appointment.  I will be pleased to offer clarification. 
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Our transition  programme was very effective this year which  
resulted in all of  our new Primary 1s setting very quickly into the 
routines of Slamannan and Limerigg Primary Schools. 
 
The children came to Slamannan with their parents every       
fortnight to choose a book from our library. This allowed the  
children and their parents to become familiar with  some of the 
Slamannan members of staff. The  children also came up to play 
in the playground, to do activities 
with Primary 1 and to experience 
taster sessions in drumming,   
dancing and football skills. 
 
Next Steps 
 Continue with the good links 

established. 
 Closer links between nursery 

and Primary 1 when planning learning experiences. 
 A monthly early level assembly in Slamannan hall and   

consideration of hosting some nursery events for parents in 
Slamannan and Limerigg if  desirable.  

 Joint early level workshops across our learning community. 
 Continue to prioritise early language development. 
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Progress Report 2015—2016 

                               Priority 3 
 
 

We are aware that  some children in Slamannan and Limerigg  
Primary Schools start school with gaps in their literacy and 
numeracy development. This session we have worked with the 
Early Years Staff to put an increased focus on vocabulary and 
language development in the early years. This has resulted in a 
small but significant improvement in the children's’ early reading 
and phonological scores at the beginning of Primary 1 in 
comparision to the previous session. 
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Developing our new school aims 

We had a very productive and well attended partnership event 
with representatives from school staff, parents and a range of our 
partners. We used the ‘Getting it Right for Every Child’ wellbeing 
indicators as a tool for discussing the impact of our local area on 
our children’s learning. We identified potential projects which 
would utilise the positive aspects of our rural community and we 
also highlighted barriers to children’s learning and ways to    
overcome these. We used this information to then consult with all 
of our parents and pupils before agreeing on our school aims, 
linked to the wellbeing indicators. These are now displayed in our 
entrance hall as well as in every classroom. 
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 SLAMANNAN PRIMARY SCHOOL & HEATHRIGG NURSERY  

The above table shows the improvement by year in Primary 1 
early maths scores.  
 
The bars represent the percentage of children making the stated 
level of progress. 
 
Green represents well above average progress being made. 
Purple represents above average progress being made. 
Orange represents average progress being made. 
Red is below average progress being made. 
Blue is well below average progress being made. 
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Priority 2 
All teachers and support staff 
received a full day’s training 
from Andrell Education. The 
focus was to develop active 
strategies for teaching numeracy 
in order to improve pupil’s 
mental agility. We purchased 
‘Big Maths’ resources and introduced this approach across the 
school. This new approach has increased pupil’s enjoyment of 
mental maths and teacher’s commented on increased confidence 
in pupils, particularly in the P1-3 classes.  
Impact  
 There is a common language for numeracy being used from 

P1-7. This is evident on the classroom walls and in speaking 
to teachers and children. 

 Nearly all children report that they enjoy the more active 
approaches to numeracy. 

 Significant increase in all Primary 1 standard scores from 
September to June. 

Next Steps 
 Build on strengths  and pace of P.1 by continuing with the 

active approaches to mental maths. 
 Continue to support the development of Big Maths 

approaches across the school. 
 Look at other strategies to improve numeracy scores across 

our school. 
 A planned workshop for parents. 
 Work with other colleagues in Falkirk Cluster to explore 

ways to improve numeracy attainment. 

Progress Report 2015—2016 
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 Every Primary 7 pupil achieved The Dynamic Youth Award 
by participating in a 10 week cooking programme. 

 Winners of cluster group basketball league. 
 Third place in Falkirk Primary Schools Basketball league. 
 Parent Council consulting with pupils around improving our 

playground and then fundraising to finance improvements. 
 Creation of school aims. 
 Our whole community Sambadrome experience allowed   

pupils to choose new skills to develop over 7 weeks. 
 Receiving a mini bus for our learning community thanks to 

Slamannan Community Centre Committee and Falkirk    
Council. 

Significant Achievements 2015-2016 

Significant Improvements 2015-2016 
 
 Improved pupil attendance at school. 
 Highest participation rate in Falkirk Cluster at Active Schools 

events. 
 Decoration of our main school corridors. 
 Significant improvement in pupils’ talking and listening skills 

in Primary 2 and Primary 3. 
 We received very positive feedback about the introduction of 

snapshot jotters as an approach to sharing learning between 
parent and child.  

 Very good improvement in numeracy progress at Primary 1. 
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The aims of our 3 year plan (2014-2017) is to.. 
 
1. Create a culture that is conducive for children to learn. 
2. Improve attainment in literacy and numeracy 
3. Increase the learning experiences available to children and  
improve their resilience in order for them to participate. 
4. Build partnerships across the schools with pupils, staff,  
parents and partners. 
5. Evaluate the current position of the school in line with CFE 
and HGIOS in curriculum, learning, teaching and assessment 
and identify priorities to move forward. 
We have now completed 2 years of this plan and are       
confident that with the introduction of positive behaviour 
management strategies and initiatives to engage the  
children with their school that  relationships have improved  
for almost all children. We continue to 
prioritise the need to  
raise attainment in both  
literacy and numeracy.  
The learning experiences  
offered in year 2 highlight  
the increased involvement  
of partners to support our  
Learning Programmes and  
the number of events for  
parents has also increased  
this session. 
The school teachers have  
been working with  
curriculum support officers  
from Falkirk Council to  
evaluate approaches 
to planning and assessment. 
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Priority 1 
This was year 1 of   this 4 year project and the focus was on 
children in P1-3 in Slamannan Primary School. The programme 
consisted of: 
 joint working between the class teacher and the therapist. 
 whole class and small group interventions. 
 staff training in Speech and Language Therapy, Makaton 

and developing the communication environment. 
Impact 
 improved understanding of Makaton and the Boardmaker 

program by staff involved. 
 consistent visuals used for communication across the 

school. 
 significant improvements in the spoken language skills of 

the children, particularly Primary 2 with an average of 19 
month improvement and Primary 3 with 14 months      
improvement. 

Next steps 
 Introduce FoCAL strategies to nursery . 
 Continue with Year 2 of programme in Slamannan. 

Boardmaker symbols support children to follow instructions and communicate their needs. 

Progress Report 2015—2016 
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Priorities 

The improvement priorities for session 2015-2016 were ... 
 
Priority 1 
Raise attainment in Literacy—to work in partnership with 
Speech and Language therapy to improve children’s vocabulary 
an2d language skills though the FoCAL programme  
(Focus on Communication and Language.) 
 
Priority 2 
Improve pupils rate of progress in mental agility—use   
active approaches to mental maths by introducing the programme 
‘Big Maths’. 
 
Priority 3 
To improve children’s baseline scores in P.1—by putting  
increased emphasis on phonological awareness and vocabulary 
building at nursery stage. 
 
A report highlighting the progress made in each of these areas is 
included on the following pages. 
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We received 36 end of term questionnaires from parents 
Does your child enjoy learning? 
 
 
 
 
Is your child growing in confidence? 

 
 
 

 
Have we provided opportunities for your child to try new things 

 
Have we shared your child’s learning with you this session? 

 
 
Are your child’s successes and achievements recognised and     
celebrated in school? 
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We introduced snapshot jotters in October and May last session 
with the aim of : 
 Encouraging pupils to participate in conversations about 

their learning in school and at home. 
 Reporting on pupil progress to parents. 
 Involving pupils, parents and teachers in self evaluation of 

learning. 
 

The information we gathered from     
feedback was used to inform next steps 
in learning. Due  to the success of this 
form of reporting we will continue to 
send home a snapshot of each pupil’s 
school experiences in October and May 
each year. The information will form the 
discussion at our progress meetings in November. 
We also used this as an opportunity to seek yours and your 
child’s views about the education we provide. 
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Sharing learning with parents 

Primary 1 French Assembly 

Primary 2/3 Fairtrade Assembly 

Primary 3/4 Sports Relief Assembly 

Primary 4/5 Beangeese Assembly 

Primary 5/6 Remembrance Assembly 

Primary 6/7 Leavers Assembly 

 

 Whole community GIRFEC Assembly 

 Sharing our Learning—Clans event 

 We have Scottish Talent 

 The Magical Christmas Box 

 Sambadrome 

 Spooky Storytelling 

 MacMillan Coffee Morning 

 Easter Bake off and Service 

For more pictures and 

information regarding 

school events and 

pupil achievements, 

follow us on twitter 

and facebook. 

Winners of Central Basketball Conference. 

Our new trim trail. 
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Sharing our learning  about the       

wellbeing indicators. 

December 2015 
The Magical Christmas Box 

Following Tim Peak’s journey into Space. 
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Pupils said We did 

Improve the playground With the support of the parent 
council, all children were consulted 
and improvements made. 

Less change We have a permanent staff team in 
place. 

More learning in different 
contexts 

I have included on the next page a 
summary of our work with  
Partners, last session, to enhance 
our curriculum. 

Last session we asked our children to give us wishes for improvement. The 
top 3 responses are shown below.  
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Month Partner Agency invited to school Pupils involved 

Aug 

Active school lunchtime club - football P 3,4,5 

Local minister – new beginnings Whole school 

Slamannan library staff - storytelling P1 

Lollipop lady – road safety P1 

Community Policeman – being safe P1 

Sep 

Active schools lunchtime club - football P3,4,5 

Community Policeman- safety P3/4 

Childsmile – dental health P3/4 

Mr Reid (parent) TaeKwonDo sessions Whole school 

Hopscotch theatre – Rights of the child learning community 

Youth Music Initiative Whole school 

Falkirk High pupils – after school dance club P3-P7 

Active schools canoeing/running P5-7  

Dalguise PGL residential P7s  

Oct 

Active schools lunchtime club - football P 3,4,5 

Litter team – litter pick P1 and P 7 

Slamannan Community centre – consultation Whole school 

Chefs at school – healthy snacks P1 

Speech and Language Therapist - FoCAL P1-3 

Falkirk High pupils – after school dance club P3-P7 

Youth Music Initiative Whole school 

Donna Jewel – British sign language P4/5 

MacMillan representative – coffee morning P7 

Mr Paterson (parent) lunchtime footlball club P1 and P2 

Nov 

Active schools lunchtime club - football P 3,4,5 

Speech and Language Therapist - FoCAL P 1-3 

Youth Music Initiative Whole school 

Clanranald – learning about Scottish clans Whole school 

Falkirk High pupils – after school dance club P3-P7 

Community learning Development – Dynamic Youth Award Let’s Cook P7 

International school of Dubai—learning about learning id Dubai via letters and e mails P6/7 

Local minister – remembrance day/poppy Scotland/local church P7.P5/6 

Dec 

Active schools lunchtime club - football P3,4,5 

Women’s Aid Individual  

Youth Music Initiative Whole school 

Hopscotch pantomime Whole  

Royal Rockstars - values reward Whole  

Parent Council – art club for Christmas fair Whole school 

Scotplay – playground consultation Whole school 

Local minister – stories from the bible Whole school 

Jump to It Basketball Primary 5-7 

Falkirk High School French student P6/7 

Falkirk Rugby development coach P5-7 

Community learning Development – Dynamic Youth Award Let’s Cook P7 

Jan 

Ian Scott – local author and historian Whole school 

Malcolm Wilson ICT support Digital leaders 

Tesco bank football coach P1-3 

Youth Music Initiative Whole school 

Fish in the Classroom – Jo Girvan and George MacIntosh P4/5 

Local Minister – transitions P6/7 

PAGE 11 

Feb 

Partner Agency invited to school 
 

Pupils involved 
 

Parent council member – playground announcement Whole school 

Falkirk High pupils – after school dance club P3-P7 

Andy McKechnie - Streetjam dance Whole school 

European Space Agency—growing space seeds—following Tim Peake P5/6 

Local minister Whole school 

Tesco bank football coach P1-3 

Fish in the Classroom – Jo Girvan and George MacIntosh P4/5 

Forth Valley College – RHET – haggis competition P6/7 

Windsor Park British Sign language tutor P6/7 

Community learning Development – Dynamic Youth Award Let’s Cook P7 

Mar 

Scottish Book Trust Author Simon Puttock P1-P3 

Tesco bank football coach P1-3 

Speech and Language Therapist - FoCAL Primaries 1-3 

Fish in the Classroom – Jo Girvan and George MacIntosh P4/5 

Falkirk High School pupil – Spanish P6/7 

Stirling university languages students – French and Spanish P1 and P2/3 

Parent volunteers – Dynamic Youth Award Let’s Cook P7 

Apr 

Tesco bank football coach P1-3 

Speech and Language Therapist - FoCAL Primaries 1-3 

Braes family support team – transition P7 

Parent volunteers – Dynamic Youth Award Let’s Cook P7 

May 

Sambadrome experience – drumming 
Dancing, Brazilian football skills Whole school 

Parent helpers – Art club – school birthday invitations Whole school 

Generation Science P6 

Local minister Whole school 

Youth Music Initiative Whole school 

Kirstie Hemple – choir tutor P3-P7 

Road safety magic show Whole learning community 

Mr Paterson (parent) football club after school P5-7 

Braes family support team – transition P7 

Parent volunteers – Dynamic Youth Award Let’s Cook P7 

Zoolab – reptiles linked to rainforest project P2/3 

Jun 

Sambadrome experience – drumming – 7 weeks 
Dancing, Brazilian football skills Whole school 

Youth Music Initiative Whole school 

Kirstie Hemple – choir tutor P3-P7 

University student research project P3/4 

Forestry commission 

Whole school world of work 
experience 

Dogs Trust, Scotland 

Bank of Scotland 

Fire Service 

NHS Forth valley nurse 

Jane Jackson – den building Whole school 

Active schools rep – leadership coaching P6 

Braes family support team – transition P7 

The above calendar is of partners who came into school to support our work. We also went to a variety of 
Falkirk venues to participate in Cross country, cycling, dance, short tennis and water polo. In school we regular-
ly ran basketball, Bikeability, netball and football. Pupils led on multi sports, basketball and dance. Classes also 
went to places of interest linked to their learning in class. This included Linlithgow Palace,Blair Drummond Safari 
   Park, 5 sisters zoo and Forth Valley College. 


